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SOUTHERN SUBURBS RAILWAY — TRAIN PLATFORMS 
Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [9.39 am]: My grievance to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is about 
the lack of train platforms between Mandurah and Warnbro. I had prepared some notes and obtained some media 
releases on the train usage, which is very encouraging. However, that information is on my computer, but as 
members are currently experiencing difficulties with computers, I do not have that information with me. I will 
rely on my memory for the details pertaining to my grievance.  

The train to Mandurah has proved to be beneficial to our community. I am sure that the member for Mandurah 
and the member for Dawesville would support me in that respect. As the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
is no doubt aware, the problem we have is with the rapid growth of the city of Mandurah. The growth projections 
of not only the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, but also the Mandurah City Council list the number 
of localities within the City of Mandurah that are growing the fastest. The fastest growing area, according to both 
sources, is the area to the north of Mandurah; it is the section between Mandurah and Rockingham, and 
particularly Lakelands. Of course, Lakelands is the home of the new Baptist school, which we have discussed in 
grievances before regarding the problems experienced with transport. The second fastest growing area in the 
Mandurah city is Dawesville, the third fastest growing area is Meadow Springs and I think the fourth fastest 
growing area is Falcon.  

The top four growth areas in the Mandurah city are in the electorates of Murray and Dawesville. Following the 
change of boundaries that are soon to be imposed on us, they will fall within the member for Mandurah’s 
electorate. The problem is that a lot of people have chosen to move to the area. It is a fantastic place to live, it is 
near the ocean and has great amenities. Of course, one of the attractions of buying in that area was the proximity 
to the new railway line. People perceived that they could get on the train with some ease and travel and commute 
to work each day in the city. 

In fact, numerous people have come to see me on this matter. A petition is being circulated that highlights the 
concerns, and I will present that at a later date; in fact, I think I have already tabled some in this place, but there 
are certainly more to come. The grievance is that people who live in the northern parts of Mandurah, in the 
Murray electorate—that is Lakelands, Madora Bay, Golden Bay, Singleton and Meadow Springs—have to catch 
a bus in the opposite direction to the intended point of travel. They have to travel up to 30 minutes in the wrong 
direction on a bus to get the commuting train to Perth, which goes back through the same community from 
which they came. 

The alternative is to jump in a car and drive 20 to 24 kilometres north, to Warnbro, to catch the train from the 
Warnbro station. However, that defeats the purposes of catching the train in the first instance. A number of 
problems are associated with it, and I accept a degree of accommodation must be given, as this is a new service 
and it needs to find its balance. However, from my inquiries so far, it seems there are no plans to build any train 
stations in the near future.  

There are a number of large developers with interests in that area, including H&N Perry, Peet and Mirvac Fini. 
The local developers have offered to give the Public Transport Authority a contribution in the vicinity of 
$1.2 million to put a temporary platform at Lakelands. This was rejected by the PTA. I understand that the PTA 
nominated a figure for the new train platform that was in the vicinity of $20-odd million. My advice is that the 
developers went back and came up with a $10.4 million offer as a contribution. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: When was that offer made?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I am told this was done in recent times. The offer was $10.4 million to put a platform at 
Lakelands. I am told that that was rejected and that the PTA asked for a scoping report. That scoping report has 
now been delayed because of other priorities. The real concern for the people in the area is that not only is the 
prospect of a new train station not on the horizon, but also it will not be for some time. 

The only new train station that I am aware of that is being considered is at Pagononi Road, which will service 
Golden Bay, Secret Harbour and the new Amarillo or Keralup development. That is a number of kilometres 
north of the locations that I am describing, and I think it would fall into the member for Peel’s electorate. 

I know of one particular gentleman, who works in the Attorney General’s office, who travels from Lakelands on 
a bus. It takes him 20 minutes to get to the train station from where he lives, travelling in the opposite direction. 
He catches the connecting train and travels to Perth. To make things worse, he does not finish work until six 
o’clock in the evening. On the return journey, he jumps on the train and gets to Mandurah at 7.00 pm, but the last 
connecting bus service leaves the Mandurah train station at 7.00 pm. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Just give me some idea of how you think we should prioritise what we do with public 
transport investment. It is a question of prioritisation, is it not? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Put it this way, there are no train stations for 24 kilometres along that particular section of 
road.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: You said that the railway cost too much and that we should not have been building it.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I did not say it should never be built. I want to go on the record and say that I think the 
railway line is a good idea; however, it cost too much. The reason it cost too much is that I cannot get funding to 
build a school in my electorate, but that is another matter.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: It is not another matter. You said we spent too much but should have spent more! 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The minister will have her opportunity to speak in due course. The fact remains that there 
are no train platforms. A host of people who live in that area want to be able to catch the train but cannot do so 
because they do not have the facility to do it.  

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.46 am]: Again, we 
have exposed the pure hypocrisy of the opposition. The member for Murray opposed this railway line and 
thought that it cost too much, but now he is attacking us because we did not spend enough. He says that we 
should have spent another $100 million building more stations! 

As we explained at the time, the only way we can deliver projects like this is to control the scope; that is, to have 
some discipline in the way that the project is managed. We made it very clear in the master plan that future 
stations would be built and that one of the stations would be Lakelands. We stand by that. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: How far into the future? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The question is how we then prioritise what we do next; that is, which projects in 
the son of New MetroRail are the most important that will give us the biggest bang for our buck. This is the 
rational way in which we need to plan for public transport. 

I agree absolutely—I can understand that the communities of Lakelands and Madora would like a new railway 
station. It would be very good for them and we would love to be able to deliver it just like that. However, in 
determining which will be the next station, we have to do a detailed analysis. There are four future stations 
between Warnbro and Mandurah. We have to do a proper, rational analysis of which station will be the highest 
priority. 

The situation at Lakelands has been exacerbated by the behaviour of the developer, and I will be very clear about 
this. We have warned the developer in the past about the sorts of representations that were being made to those 
communities about a new station. The member for Mandurah has had many discussions with me on this 
particular topic. Some of the complainants that have come to us, through the member for Mandurah, expressed 
concern that people have been led to believe—not by government, as our plans have always been very clear, but 
by the developer—that there would be a train platform there any day. I think the developer has to take some 
responsibility for the expectations that have arisen in the community’s mind about timing. The developer 
indicated that it would pre-fund the rail line to the tune of $2.5 million. Hello! Railway stations are not built for 
$2.5 million. 

The nearest equivalent station would be the one at Wellard. Lakelands will not be a big station; it will not be a 
big Park ‘n’ Ride. It will be a relatively small station for the system. When we built the Wellard station—I think 
that was completed in 2006—it cost around $12.5 million. Since that time, prices have increased. Realistically, 
we are looking at a minimum of $15 million. I do not know to whom these developers made the offer of 
$10 million. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: To the PTA. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The officers at New MetroRail and the Public Transport Authority tell me that they 
are unaware of the offer. In what format was it made? Was it done at a pub when having a drink, or was it put in 
writing? 

Mr M.J. Cowper: Don’t trivialise it. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It seems rather odd that the PTA does not know about this offer. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: You are making a mockery of it. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am asking what form the offer was made. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: I understand it was a formal offer that was made on a number of occasions. It went 
backwards and forwards and the final offer was more than $10 million. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Was it put in writing? 

Mr M.J. Cowper: I understand that to be the case. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I will certainly ask the PTA about it, but the gentleman in charge of New MetroRail 
is unaware of it, although maybe someone else in the system is. I was seeking confirmation of the formality of 
the offer to determine whether there is a written record of it. Obviously that is a prefunding commitment, if it 
does exist. The last offer that we have a record of was for $2.5 million, which is just not a serious offer. 
Obviously an offer in the nature of $10 million is something that we would look at. Again, it is a question of 
prioritisation. It is a question also of the additional $5 million that we would need to put in place, and we would 
have to consider the opportunity cost. As I said, when we plan for the next tranche of extensions for the rail and 
to build new stations, we will look at not only this railway line but also the competing needs for Byford, Stratton 
and any of the other lines for which there is a desire for upgrades, improvement or an extension of the service. 
As I said, I can absolutely understand that the people of Lakelands would benefit from that. Ultimately a station 
will be built there, but it is a question of prioritisation. If it is true that the developer is prepared to chip in 
$10 million—I will be interested to know whether the offer has been made and what strings are attached to it—
that would have an impact on the prioritisation because the amount that the state government would have to 
spend would be less and so the bang we would get for our buck would be greater. We are certainly happy to look 
at any reasonable offer. As I said, the offer of $2.5 million was a joke. From time to time developers must be 
alerted to the fact that some of the representations they make to their communities are unrealistic. People must 
exercise some due diligence and look at how secure the representations being made by the developers are. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: When will the scoping report be available? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: What scoping report? 

Mr M.J. Cowper: I am told there is a scoping report. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: This year we are doing a report on the next lot of expansion of the rail project. 
 


